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The Coronavirus is an extremely conta-
gious respiratory illness that may have 
originated from bats and pangolins. 
According to “Medical News Today,” 
the disease is suspected of affecting an-
imals as well as humans but has more 
dangerous effects on humans.  The first 
patient with the virus was discovered in 
Wuhan, China.  Since then, thousands 
of people have died from the virus 
around the world causing major stress 
and paranoia. Many countries have 
gone on lockdown and have announced 
quarantine.
Since the virus outbreak many coun-
tries are trying to slow down the virus 
from spreading by closing schools and 
entertainment places such as malls, 
movie theaters and workplaces, while 
only leaving supermarkets and take-out 
restaurants open because those are es-
sential to keeping us alive.  There are 
many ways to prevent yourself from 
getting the virus, according to World 
Health Organization (WHO), who 
made a public service announcement, if 
you stay home you save lives.  Here’s 
what you can do to prevent  yourself 
from catching the virus :
1. Clean your hands often. Use soap 

COVID 19 CRISIS causes Concerns Citizens to cry out

and water, or an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer
2. Maintain a safe distance from any-
one who is coughing or sneezing.
3. Don’t touch your eyes, nose or 
mouth.
4. Cover your nose and mouth with 
your bent elbow or a tissue when you 
cough or sneeze.
5. Stay home if you feel unwell.
6. If you have a fever, a cough, and dif-
ficulty breathing, seek medical atten-
tion. Call in advance.
7. Follow the directions of your local 
health authority. 
The whole world is in quite the predic-
ament, people are panicking, thousands 
of people are dying, and increased 
discrimination has been reported. It 
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doesn’t get any better especially for the 
United States.  According to The  New 
York Times, Dr. Anthony Fauci, an in-
fectious diseases expert and a member 
of the White House coronavirus task 
force, has said in interviews, “[he] be-
lieved that it would take several more 
weeks until people can start going 
about their lives in a more normal fash-
ion.” Other infectious disease experts 
suggest that “even harsher measures 
than social distancing are required to 
truly beat back the outbreaks in the 
United States.”  
It’s fair to say the this virus won’t real-
ly go away unless drastic measures are 
being taken and everyone cooperates 
because it the virus does not slow down 
there will be major changes world wide.

It is no secret the whole world is deal-
ing with Covid 19. New Jersey is one 
of the places where the CoronaVirus re-
ally has had an impact. Many people’s 
lives have been drastically changed 
because of this virus that’s been killing 
people everyday.
Many see the virus as something terri-
ble that is affecting their normal lives, 
but what people fail to realize is that 
the virus is also targeting the state’s fi-
nances. The state’s finances- businesses 
such as, dentists, all dine in restaurants, 
bakeries, movie theatres, malls, and so 
much more. Money that the state needs 
to maintain financial support are these 
businesses that people have no access 
to spend their money on.
Senator Joe Pennacchio is offering 
a bill that would permit commercial 
landlords to forgive rent payments due 
to the crisis that we are all facing. What 
does that then do for landlords? How 
long will these landlords not get paid? 
Not only this, but Pennacchio is pro-
viding New Jersey with $1.8 billion in 
extra help with the crisis. New Jersey 
has lost a lot of it’s financial stability 
due to the CoronaVirus.

This raises the question, how will the 
state government be able to support 
those who need rental assistance? The 
amount of money that we are discuss-
ing here is $100 billion. The money 
that was stated earlier, was $1.8 billion 
which is money for only CoronaVirus 
aid. How will the state government be 
able to provide to their people with so 
many businesses shut down?
We all must remain positive and hope-
ful throughout this experience. At times 
it can get really hard to comprehend, 
and frustrating. The more that we stay 
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inside, the less people will get caught 
with the disease, which will decrease 
the number of deaths in New Jersey. 
It is advised that we should not only 
do this, but also, we should make sure 
we wash our hands, and wear a mask 
and gloves every time we have to leave 
our homes. When will the virus finally 
come to an end? When will the youth 
be able to go outside and not worry if 
someone else nearby has the killer vi-
rus? When will life go back to its nor-
mality? Will summer of 2020 still con-
tinue? Or can it be postponed? 
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The Economy During COVID-19
ALANNY NUNEZ,  WRITER  

Deloitte Insights, “This likely reflects 
the success of the policy of suppress-
ing economic activity, which is now 
starting to recover.”  Although things 
may seem to be getting better in oth-
er countries, the US is still struggling 
immensely and one important question 
is:   how long can many businesses can 
endure absent revenue?
Another major question is: how are 
things going to change once the econ-
omy starts to open again? When the 
economy is fully reopened, how will 
life for people whose jobs involve them 
physically going to work go back to 
normal? After the virus is completely 
gone, how will countries whose econ-
omy relies on tourism change? 
Its highly believable that even when 
the virus is gone there will still be pan-
ic among people because they want to 
be safe.  
There’s also so much more that could 
highly impact the economy once it 
reopens, “Weekly Global Econom-
ic Updates” an article written by Dr. 
Ira Kalish, states  “The downturn in 

Since the virus started there have been 
major damages to the economy world-
wide, and according to World Wide Fo-
rum “The shock to the global economy 
from COVID-19 has been both faster 
and more severe than the 2008 glob-
al financial crisis (GFC) and even the 
Great Depression.” It looks like the 
economy might be at its breaking point 
sooner or later if countries (especially 
capitalist countries) remain on some 
type of lockdown that prevents people 
from going to work.
All around the world, businesses have 
been closed, and people have been un-
employed.  Many countries have closed 
their borders, many states and nations 
are in lockdown, and many airlines 
have suffered tremendous financial 
losses due to the lack of traveling.  The 
stock market has been at its worst, to 
top it off the number of people infected 
by the virus has already passed one mil-
lion. On the bright side, the number of 
reported cases in China has gone down, 
and in Western Europe the number of 
cases has gone down. According  to 

global economic activity will likely 
lead to a loss of tax revenue for most 
governments.” In addition, most of the 
world’s major economies are boosting 
government spending in order to pro-
tect households and businesses from 
the downturn, as well as to finance the 
massive increase in health expendi-
tures. 
The result will be a big increase in gov-
ernment borrowing and a rise in the 
debt/GDP ratio.”  In short, there’s no 
possible way the economy around the 
world or the government will be not 
even the slightest unharmed once this 
pandemic is over.
Although it may seem like the economy 
could hit rock bottom sooner or later, 
it’s obvious that governments and lead-
ers are trying their best to keep people 
from facing unemployment and staying 
safe during these dreadful times.  From 
providing aid to their citizens to pro-
viding food to people of countries in 
need, the goverment is trying its best 
to keep people safe and healthy, despite 
economic struggles.
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Throughout this lockdown phase many 
people have had to make sacrifices in 
order to flatten the curve of Covid-19. 
For example, small business owners 
who thrive off of the purchases that 
consumers make in store. Since the 
stay-at-home order is in effect, many 
businesses are forced to close and re-
sults in loss of profit. These small busi-
ness owners are struggling to deal with 
the side effects of the virus and how it’s 
impacting the economy.
An article that reflects this greatly is 
“How small business owners are cop-
ing with COVID-19 pandemic: ‘It was 
my civic duty to be a part of the solu-
tion’” by Tom Huddleston Jr. He writes 
on the struggles that store owners are 
going through and how they plan on 
staying afloat during the course of the 
pandemic. Huddleston writes, “Small 
businesses across America are already 
feeling the financial crunch from coro-
navirus restrictions that have millions 
of people taking refuge from the virus 
outbreak by staying at home and avoid-
ing unnecessary shopping trips.”
Retail businesses and small stores 
in general are facing permanent shut 
down after the stay-at-home order is 
lifted. These stores are only able to 
continue running if they can generate 
revenue, but since going outside is lim-
ited to essential necessities, this isn’t 
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possible. This also impacts the owners 
of these businesses, they rely on their 
company to make a living and with-
out the stores being open, they cannot 
continue to support themselves. “There 
could be more than 15,000 store clo-
sures announced by retailers in 2020 
due, in large part, to the coronavirus,” 
said Deborah Weinswig, CEO and 
founder of retail advisory and research 
firm Coresight Research.
These small businesses also supply 
many jobs to people and without mon-
ey coming in, owners can not afford to 

pay their employees. This leads to large 
amounts of unemployment in  the U.S. 
alone. Along with that, the Economic 
Policy Institute predicts that the out-
break could potentially wipe out three 
million jobs from the U.S. economy 
before this summer. 
Without these businesses open, this 
could be disastrous to America’s econ-
omy. Small businesses are crucial to 
the stimulation of the U.S’s economy 
and without them open, we can expect 
that our economy is going to plummet 
as well. 
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Don’t Panic Germany
BRIANNA RAO, EDITOR
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You board a plane, relieved, “what a 
successful business trip.” Once the 
plane lands, you grab your suitcase, 
ecstatic that your luggage was not lost. 
When you arrive home and begin un-
packing your suitcase, and look at your 
souvenirs. There’s no way you will for-
get this trip! Now envision finding out 
that this souvenir will make your nose 
run, your throat may become sore, you 
will cough and possibly have difficulty 
breathing. OH NO! You have been in-
fected with the CoronaVirus.
These were the sentiments expressed 
by an unnamed man, when he returned 
from Bavaria for a business conference 
to his home in Starnberg, south of Mu-
nich, Germany. He is the first German 
to test positive for the new virus. He 
was infected by a Chinese colleague 
who attended a company training event 
in the state of Bavaria a week ago, 

health officials said on Tuesday. The 
colleague, a woman from Shanghai, 
“started to feel sick on the flight home 
on January 23,” Andreas Zapf, head of 
the Bavarian State Office for Health 
and Food Safety, said at a press con-
ference. The 33-year-old man is in a 
“medically good state,” according to 
the health authority. Currently, the man 
infected has been isolated.
Germany has become the second Euro-
pean country [after France] to confirm 
its first case of coronavirus, precautions 
to prevent German citizens from con-
tracting the virus are underway. 
In fact, German Health Minister Jens 
Spahn tweeted on Twitter on Tuesday 
that he expected that the virus would 
come to Germany. The case in Bavaria 
shows that we’re well prepared.”
Germany has increased security con-
trols at airports. 

Italy is Isolated
ABRIONNA O’BRIEN, WRITER                   

Imagine not being able to leave the 
house for days on end while being sur-
rounded with sick people. Not being 
able to go pick up groceries or essen-
tial items. Loved ones becoming ill 
with a virus that has no cure and there’s 
nothing to do to help. Losing jobs and 
missing school in hopes to quarantine 
the healthy. Having to pick between 
who would get treatment, the old or the 
young, since supplies are dwindling. 
During this crisis of the Coronavirus, 
the people of Italy are facing just that. 
While the virus originated in Wuhan, 
China, it quickly spread and Italy be-
came the number one country with cas-
es. 
Completely unprepared, the nation 
started to fall as thousands of people 
were getting infected each day. 
Due to the climbing numbers of both 
deaths and cases, on March 8th, Italy 
had decided that it was crucial for the 
country to go on lockdown. Meaning 
that the citizens could no longer leave 

Imagine going to the grocery store, only 
to find out that most stores are closed 
and the ones that are open have been 
wiped clean. Now imagine that on top 
of all this your country is on lockdown, 
all borders have been closed, and there 
is a global pandemic that has already 
spread into your country.
This was the state of Australia on March 
13, 2020, which had over 5,000 con-
firmed cases and 28 deaths so far. The 
government and the public have been 
scrambling to figure out what they need 
to do, whether it’s pausing all travel or 
just stocking up on toilet paper.
“What if we’re at the end of our sup-
ply and things change quickly? It just 
seems sensible,” says Amelia Proctor, 
an Australian resident, “if something 
does happen and there’s a rush on the 
shops, I won’t be part of the problem.” 
There is a genuine concern about the 
availability of essentials such as cer-
tain foods and sanitary items among 
the general population as well as a fear 
towards the spread of the virus, which 
will only increase as time goes on.
The Australian government is trying 
a couple of methods to slow down 
the spread of COVID-19, by banning 
gatherings of a certain size like many 
other countries are doing. They’ve also 
closed down their borders to try and 
prevent any new carriers of the virus 
from bringing it into the country.
“We have always acted with an abun-
dance of caution on this issue, and that 
has put Australia and the strong posi-
tion we are in to this time in being able 
to contain the impact of this virus,” 
says Australian Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison, “the actions we are now tak-
ing in being prepared even further, is to 
ensure that we can respond immediate-
ly when these, the virus, moved to the 
next level.”
To further stop the spread, “fever clin-
ics” have begun opening across the 
country to help combat the virus that 
has already spread to Australia. Add-
ing to this, hospitals and clinics are 
asking retired doctors to return to help 
with new patients. Any non-urgent 
surgeries have for the most part been 
postponed to later dates.  The virus is 
their top concern right now. While this 
may not seem like much, there have al-
ready been 422 recoveries so far, and 
the national statistics for the virus are 
lower than some states in the U.S. The 
country is doing their utmost to stop the 
spread, and we can only hope that it’ll 
work.

News from Down Un-
der: Australia reacts
LAUREN KOZUBAL, WRITER
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the house unless it was crucial.  Mili-
tary officials had even delivered essen-
tial items and food to keep everyone 
indoors. 
The hospitals had no room for that 
many patients, let alone the supplies 
to properly treat them. A doctor in 
Lombardy city of Cremona, Romano 
Paolucci, says “We do not have suffi-
cient resources and especially staff be-
cause apart from everything else now 
the staff are beginning to get sick.” Not 
to mention the recovery rate of patients 
in Italy are around 70%, even with all 
the supplies needed to treat them.
With the lack of supplies and room, 
morality has come into play in deciding 
who gets what. 
“If you have an 99-year-old male or a 
female patient, that’s a patient with a 
lot of diseases. And you have [a] young 
kid that need[s] to be intubated and 
you only have one ventilator, I mean, 
you’re not going to ... toss the coin,” 
says Carlo Vitelli, a surgeon in Rome.
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Gujarat, India responds after US and Italy are impacted
SANCHI SHARMA, EDITOR                           
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Imagine living in the world’s 2nd most 
populated country. Looking around you 
see dozens of people, some begging, 
some selling fruit, some driving but ev-
eryone busy with their work. Poverty, 
uneducated, and unawareness are just 
some of the problems that your coun-
try has. Suddenly, a virus has started 
to spread. It has no vaccine and is very 
dangerous. It has already spread rapid-
ly in other countries like the USA and 
Italy that have much less people than 
your country. Despite warnings peo-
ple in your country are not taking the 
virus seriously and are not practicing 
the suggested social distancing. How 
will your government handle this? 
How will they control the virus among 
a population of 1.3 billion? This is the 
exact situation in India. India reported 
its first case on Jan 30, 2020 and today 
is 4th April and they have 3,072 con-
firmed cases of the coronavirus. Many 
people suspect that the number of cases 
is less due to poor testing. The number 
of tests in India stood at just 42,788 on 
March 31, one-thirtieth the pace of the 
U.S and even further behind that of top 
testing countries like South Korea.
Here in Gujarat there are 73 reported 
cases. I am living in the capital of Gu-
jarat, Gandhinagar, and despite there 
being only 7 cases, Gandhinagar has 
taken all the necessary precautions. 
Yesterday, four residents of Khantvaas 
in Gandhinagar were captured talking 
by drone cameras and were booked for 
spreading infectious disease under the 
Epidemic act. The drones and police 
men roam and check all the sectors to 
make sure all the residents are quar-
antining. If people are seen walking 
with their friends, Police make them 

wear a board that says “I am an irre-
sponsible citizen and am increasing the 
risk of spreading the coronavirus.¨ Al-
though this action may seem degrading 
and funny, it is the only way to spread 
awareness. This is because there are 
many uneducated and poor people who 
do not understand how dangerous the 
virus is. Even the educated public of 
India thinks the virus is a joke. One ex-
ample of this is a citizen in New Delhi 
who said “I am not scared. I eat, party, 
sleep,’’ said Akshay Gupta, an accoun-
tant who was bar hopping on Satur-
day night. “The scare is overhyped.” 
With such unconcerned citizens, law 
enforcement officials are having huge 
problems. Earlier they were resorting 
to abuse and violence, but now they are 
taking the comical route. Policemen 
wear ‘coronavirus helmets´ and dance. 
One such case in Bangalore where Two 
officers wearing red and green corona-
virus helmets regularly danced around 
miscreant road users after pulling them 
over, while their colleagues blow horns 
and bang gongs to simulate a virus at-
tack. As a foreigner living in India, I 
have to say I am very impressed with 
the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi. He 
issued a 21 day country lockdown af-
ter a few cases and placed a travel ban. 
He is also promoting lamp lighting and 
meditation to help mental health and 
announced that everyone would clap 
on 4th April at 7 am to honor the health 
care workers. One of his best decisions 
he made was to convert trains into ICU 
units to treat patients.The Northern 
Railways has been tasked to conduct 
a feasibility study to ascertain if it can 
modify non-air conditioned coaches 
and cabins as isolation wards to treat 

Imagine this: you are a typical student 
making your way to school, not know-
ing it’ll be your last day going in a very 
long time. The last day that you see 
your friends, peers, teachers, and most 
importantly, the last day that you are 
outside without worries of the world 
surrounding you. 
Not only is this affecting you, it is a 
national problem. When will this be 
over? Will life normalize itself like it 
was once before? 
Many countries have been affected by 
Coivd-19, including El Salvador. This 
virus has spread throughout the nation 
leaving us in a serious precaution on 
staying home to stop the spread of this 
illness. When this task is being dis-

obeyed by many, the country begins to 
make stricter laws to enforce this new 
rule of staying home. Not only this, but 
people are required to wear their own 
masks. 
You are required to have a justification 
in order to go out in my country, El Sal-
vador. If you do not have this justifica-
tion allowing you to drive your car, you 
will get a punishment. This punishment 
being “30 days in a containment center, 
along with losing your car and license” 
according to the President of El Sal-
vador Nayib Bukele. Believe it or not, 
that is only one form of punishment in 
El Salvador. There are gang members 
in my country that beat people if they 
see them outside, they do this with 

The Horrors of Covid-19 in El Salvador
DANIELA CONTRERAS, NEWS WRITER

baseball bats. In doing this it prevents 
others from going out unless the person 
absolutely needs groceries, or any oth-
er necessities.
Recently, there was an issue between 
my people with the regulations on 
this lockdown. The president Bukele, 
had detained over 850 people in El 
Salvador. Many felt that the president 
was doing “too much” and violating 
their human rights. Not only this, but 
over 4,000 citizens are not to return 
home to El Salvador due to traveling 
restrictions. Those who were able to 
return home from traveling, are kept 
in a Quarantine-like camp where they 
don’t have food, water, or any type of 
hygiene.

coronavirus patients, sources said. In-
dia is handling the virus a different way 
and Ramanan Laxminarayan Believes 
that is the only way to control it. “India 
is probably the first large developing 
country and democracy into which this 
pandemic will arrive,” says Ramanan 
Laxminarayan, founder and director of 
the Center for Disease Dynamics, Eco-
nomics & Policy. “Many of the advan-
tages of the Chinese [state] control and 
of having the health systems of Europe 
or the U.S. are not available to India,” 
says Laxminarayan, who is advising 
the Indian government. “There will 
have to be a uniquely Indian response 
to COVID-19.”
There are some problems India is fac-
ing considering the socioeconomic 
changes, but looking at the way they 
are trying to control the virus, I believe 
they are doing well. India is a very big 
factor in the spread of the virus, as be-
lieved by Mike Ryan. “India is a huge-
ly populous country. The future of this 
pandemic will be determined by what 
happens to densely-populated coun-
tries. It’s important that India takes ag-
gressive action at the public health lev-
el, and at the level of society to control, 
and suppress this disease,” Mike Ryan, 
WHO emergencies program director, 
said at the organization’s headquarters 
in Geneva on March 23. The Gujarat 
government also launched a helpline 
number for counselling people who are 
under quarantine. India continues the 
prevention successfully and the citi-
zens understand the importance of so-
cial distancing.  Remember to be aware 
and look out for your community as 
these are the times where humanity and 
kindness matters most.
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The Hollow: An An-
imated TV Series 
with Representation

Arts and Leisure
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People who identify as LGBTQ+ 
fought for rights and representation for 
a long time; now it feels like they’re 
winning. So how does the implementa-
tion of new laws affect film? 
“The Hollow” is an animated tv series 
that just released its second season 
on the streaming service Netflix. The 
show is about teenage gamers who vol-
unteer to test out a new game. In the 
first season, they got transported into 
the game and lose their memories, only 
remembering their names. The season 
ends defeating the game, but quickly in 
season two, we find out they were actu-
ally never sent home, but instead were 
trapped in the game. 
Netflix has reportedly been criticized, 
specifically on Twitter for the unneces-
sary use of gay characters. We find out 
in Season 2, Episode 1, that our main 
character is gay, which in turn affected 
a fan favorite “ship” between the male 
protagonist Adam (played by Adri-
an Petriw) and female character Mira 
(played by Ashleigh Ball).  Is it neces-
sary to add this character trait? Do you 
believe that it positively affected the 
show? The answer is no. As far as the 
writing, the writers could have drawn 
in the viewers more if they would have 
made Mira and Adam lovers instead of 
best friends, it would have made the 
show more dramatic and filling. 
Making Kai and Vanessa the love birds 
of the show was forced by the writers 
and didn’t feel like a fully developed 
concept.  There were too many ques-
tions left unanswered, especially since 
it isn’t clear if there will be a third sea-
son. 
One thing that was consistent was the 
bickering between Adam and Reeve. 
They both kept viewers glued to the 
screen.  Whether it was arguing during 
a fight or simply which direction to go, 
the constant banter between the two 
was both hilarious and realistic. 
I definitely recommend the show even 
though it missed a few points, it’s both-
action filled and it keeps your attention.

MARK JACKSON, WRITER

Imagine a world where everything was 
relatively normal and calm. Usually, 
life would flow the way it had been for 
ages, but what if something hid under-
neath the surface of it all? Something 
secretive happening right in front of the 
eyes of the public without them know-
ing. A war. 
I started watching a series of anime, 
called Fate: Zero, which takes place 
in the modern era of our time though 
magecraft and magic exist as a secret 
society underneath the surface. Most of 
these Magi (Magus singular) all come 
from long family lineages. What sets 
these Magi apart from the rest of so-
ciety is the call of Holy Grail, which 
marks 7 Magi with seals to call upon a 
servant to fight in a war for its power. 
The power being that they may have 
one wish of theirs granted for no cost. 
The Magi must call upon servants to 
help them fight and potentially win the 
war using either certain catalysts of 
past historical figures to summon them, 
or lets luck pull you.
The length of the series is two seasons 
long with 25 episodes collectively. It 
first started out as a graphic novel made 
by the creator Gen Urobuchi. While the 
novel is technically supposed to be a 
prequel to the series’ other title, Fate: 
Stay Night, this anime/ TV Show pos-
es itself more as an introduction to this 
universe. The art style of Fate: Zero is 

gentle on the eyes and pleasing to see 
with such a widely varying array of 
character designs you would encounter 
throughout the series. The voice actors 
in both the subtitled version and in the 
English dubbed version help portray 
the character’s emotions and allow for 
a smoother understanding of character 
actions as the story progresses. Even 
though some things are left to be ex-
plained in later installments, Fate: Zero 
does give its viewers enough informa-
tion to understand the world around 
them.
While watching Fate: Zero, I did have 
moments of unsureness and doubt. 
Frankly, I just kept asking questions. 
At first, the way that characters act can 
be seen as annoying, horrible, snarky, 
stupid. Though the more I watched, I 
grew to love the characters. 
From the start, the audience is given 
information about this Holy Grail War. 
Chaos and confusion collect in the last 
two episodes, which left me up in arms, 
it did set up beautifully for “Fate: Stay 
Night,” which follows. 
Is “Fate: Zero” one of the best anime I 
have watched in a long time? No, but 
it does bring something different to the 
table. It brings forward history and an 
interesting storytelling choice while 
hooking people in the strangest ways 
possible and does have its more unset-
tling and creepy factors.

Fate: Zero, Anime Series
SHELBY BRUNO, WRITER

As of late, viewers have expressed 
preference for the gritty and realistic 
movie blockbusters that dump millions 
into budget and effects. “Ponyo” is not 
that movie. Though the movie is over 
a decade old, what it lacks in reality 
and grit, it makes up for in creativity 
and spectacle. “Ponyo” follows the re-
lationship between a little boy named 
Sosuke and a fish princess named Pon-
yo, who develops human features the 
longer she is on shore, and her magical 
parents attempt to return her to the sea.
On the surface, it isn’t a greatly com-
plex movie, but the lore and the world 
of “Ponyo” are deeper than it’s plot. 
There are many aspects in the world 
of the movie that are strange and un-
familiar, but enticing. The design ele-
ments of the movie are fantastic. The 
entire movie has breathtaking imagery 
that isn’t stuck to reality. There are in-
tense shades of color, especially the 
overabundance of blues. The scenes 
that take place under the sea are even 
prettier: there are creative scenes in the 
underwater utopia. 

Rewatch this Anime Classic: Ponyo
MALIK AKINLABI, WRITER                   PHOTO CRED: NY TIMES 

The characters are able to convince 
the viewers of emotions . This could 
be a tough task due to the lead char-
acters being children, but the story is 
told through less traditional means. An 
emotional scene is communicated not 
through the content of the words, but 
through facial expression and subtle 
character sounds.
“Ponyo” is a very entertaining movie. 
The characters are serviceable, but the 
gravity of the story’s impact isn’t be-
cause of the strength of the characters, 
but because it dares to push the bound-
aries of fantasy and worldbuilding. You 
haven’t seen a movie quite like this one. 
The movie is generally a fun watch. If 
you enjoy whimsical and childlike fan-
tasy, give “Ponyo” a try.
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Over the quarantine, I was search-
ing through Netflix and happend to 
come across a  movie called the “The 
Roomate.” The movie was directed by 
Christan E. Christanhesan and followed 
the story of a young design student from 
Iowa who arrives at college in LA.  Her 
wealthy roommate Rebecca is more 
than eager to take Sara under her wing 
and show her around. The two become 
very close but things take a crazy turn 
when Sara begins to find new friends on 
campus and Rebecca becomes jealous 
and tries to kill her. A scene that caught 
me is when Sara spent the day with her 
boyfriends and when she returned to 
the dorm Rebecca questioned where 
she had been and why she was there. 
She seemed obsessive and just overall 
creepy, which was the first red flag that 
set up the plot for the rest of the movie. 
The last movie that was made by this 
director was a movie called “life hits” 

released in 2006. From reviewing this 
movie it became evident to me that this 
director had a sort of similar style with 
all his movies. “The Roomate” had the 
same creepy tone, but the plot instead 
followed a young girl who was bullied 
by her highschool mates. 
The movie was well constructed: from 
the character development to the acting 
of the characters to even the setting. 
The movie was believable and really 
kept viewers on the edge of their seat. 
It had a cool way of putting a twist on 
the average realistic collage roomate 
experience and turning into something 
crazy and scary. The eerie lighting and 
soundtrack really top it off.
The film is very good film I would rec-
ommend it to anyone wanting a thrill 
filled horror movie. One negative was 
that as I look up the movie I did come 
across comments saying that the mov-
ie was a ripoff of Barbet Schroeder’s 

The Roommate: A Review
ALYSSE JONES, WRITER                      PHOTO CRED: ROTTEN TOMATOES

Disney strikes again with anoth-
er live-action movie, “Lady and the 
Tramp”, released on November 19, 
2019, on Disney+. It’s a classic. 
The original is what everybody loved 
and enjoyed with Rotten Tomatoes at 
93% and the audience score at 80%. 
Everybody expected the remake to 
have the same or even better feeling 
than the original movie, but it shows 
that not everybody felt that same magic 
as before. 
“Lady and the Tramp’’ is where a cou-
ple, Jim Dear and Darling, received a 
cocker spaniel puppy for Christmas in 
the 1900s, naming her Lady as she be-
came the attention of the couple’s lives. 
Whereas another dog that goes by the 
name Tramp is a “lone wolf,” as one 
would say, not getting attached to any 

Lady and the Tramp, a Straight to Disney Plus Remake
ANA GARCIA, WRITER                              PHOTO CRED: DISNEY+

other dog or family, roaming through 
the streets of New Orleans and on the 
run from the crazy dog catcher. As both 
pups cross paths with one and anoth-
er, none at first come to get along with 
each other. Sooner or later, Lady saves 
Tramp from his captor but as he warns 
her that her normal happy life will 
change as a baby will be born. Lady 
finds his words to be true and was sent 
to be cared for by a dog-hating Aunt 
Sarah and her Siamese home-wrecking 
cats. Lady escapes and finds Tramp, 
ending to have fallen in love with him 
questioning herself about the meaning 
of “home.”
The animations are done creatively 
and smoothly. Not one misses a beat, 
but it’s not all about the animations. 
There are also colors that are used and 

the lighting. The colors are being well 
used for the theme and the setting but 
it seems a bit too plain. I believe that 
it is because of the lighting throughout 
the whole movie. Yes, it sets for certain 
moods but not all of them and it gives 
off an edge.
Since the movie took place back in the 
year 1909, the clothes should be old 
fashioned and lively, but as seen in 
the trailer, it only shows that the males 
are dressed appropriately unlike the 
females. Yes, the setting in the back-
ground does seem to take place back 
in the day, the clothing doesn’t seem 
to have quite the effect. Darling wore 
dresses that had a similar style to what 
was worn during 1909 but some of the 
dresses she wore failed to cover her 
arms and her chest and her neck. On 
her arms, they either end at the elbow 
or her forearm but not to her wrists 
where it should be and they sometimes 
have open ends.
The original had the “Siamese Cat 
Song,”  starring Aunt Sarah’s dog-hat-
ing two mischievous cats, but it has 
turned into a new song with a jazzier 
style and less offensive meaning. Also,  
the cats are no longer Siamese but in-
stead Devon Rex giving a more evil 
look to the cats. 
The original I loved to watch as a kid 
holds nostalgia, but the remake can 
also be loved.  There are also many oth-
er things that have changed or appeared 
different from the original movie, but it 
has it’s own style.

1992 thriller, “Single White Female” 
and staggered from limp beginning to 
lame conclusion. Unfortunately it was 
said that this movie was a copy of an-
other and it failed miserably.
I really loved this movie. “The 
Roomate” was so interesting from 
beginning to end and definately was 
worth watching.


